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Chairôs Comments 

The year 2014 has been a productive and transitional year for the New River 

Highlands Resource Conservation and Development Council. The most important task for 

the Council was finding a new Executive Director to replace Gary Boring who is retiring at 

yearΩǎ ŜƴŘΦ  

After completing the application and interview process the decision was made to 

offer the position to Marcus Gray who came on board in August. The Council believes 

Marcus will be a strong leader for our organization. 

For the past years Gary has served the RC&D Council as Executive Director. Under 

his leadership we have become the premier Council in Southwest Virginia. In 2011 when 

Congress cut funding for RC&D CouncilsΣ DŀǊȅΩǎ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ƪŜǇǘ ǳǎ ƎƻƛƴƎΦ IŀǾƛƴƎ 

Gary stay on through end of year, working with Marcus, is of great importance to our 

Council. Thank you Gary for your years of dedicated service to RC&D from all of us. 

The Council identified 15 projects in their 2015 Annual Plan of Work. Although this 

is a large undertaking we can accomplish each project by bringing our volunteers, council 

ƳŜƳōŜǊǎΣ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎΣ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƴƎ ŀƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΦ  

Many avenues for funding are being explored and we continue to meet our goals 

and branch out into new directions. The future looks promising for our Council and its 

projects.  

   Thank you, 

      Jack Asbury    
                Chairman, New River Highlands Resource Conservation and Development Council 

                                                                                                                                                     

          
 

 

 

ñThe New River-Highlands RC&D Council prohibits discrimination in its programs on the basis of race, color, 

national origin, sex, religion, age, disability, political beliefs, and martial of familial status.(Not all prohibited bases 

apply to all programs).ò 

 



New River-Highlands RC&D 

 

Goals: 

¶ Increase the awareness of the land management issues impacting the 

RC&D Area 

¶ Improve Water Quality in the RC&D Area 

¶ Increase the awareness and understanding of elected officials and land 

owners of issues impacting land conservation 

¶ Promote community development 

 

 

Vision: 

A prosperous modern rural community living 
in harmony with the environment 

 

 

 

 

Mission: 

To promote the management of natural resources within their capability for the 
enhancement of the quality of life and environment in the New River-Highlands 
Resource Conservation and Development Area 

 

 

 

 



  A prosperous modern rural community living in harmony with the environment 

2014 Completed Projects 

Å Forest Landowner Program at Matthews State Forest #443 
Å New River Grazing Management Initiative #442 
Å WQIA Streambank Restoration #468 
Å DCR TMDL Watershed Coordinators #479 
Å TMDL Development of Pamunkey River Watershed #481 
Å 2013 Farmers Market #482 
Å 2012 Protecting Woodland Homes #486 
Å Summer Day Garden Camp/Conservation Education Grant V #485 
Å Wildland Urban Interface #488 

   

2014 Active Projects 

Å Community Scale Renewable Energy in the Twin County Region #466 
Å TMDL & IP Development to Support VA's 2012 Submittal to EPA  #473 
Å Upper Middle Fork Holston TMDL #487 
Å Wolf Creek TMDL PROJECT IN 2014 #489  
Å ²ȅǘƘŜǾƛƭƭŜ CŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ aŀǊƪŜǘ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ CƻǊ нлмп Іпфл 
Å 2014 Protecting Woodland Homes From Wildfire #491 
Å ROCKY GAP GREENWAY #492 
Å 2014 PROTECTING WOODLAND HOMES FROM WILDFIRE - #497  
Å South Fork Holston River Watershed TMDL - # 495 
Å ²¸¢I9±L[[9 C!wa9w{Ω a!wY9¢ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŦƻǊ нлмр Іпфс 



Protecting Woodland Homes from Wildfire 

 
The New River-Highlands RC&D Council completed the 2012 Protecting Woodland Homes 

form Wildfire and entered into a new agreement with Virginia Department of Forestry to 

implement a new 2014 Protecting Woodland Homes form Wildfire project in fiscal year 2015. 

 

Virginia homeowners who live in woodland homes may be at a high risk of wildfire if there are 

heavy fuel loads on the forest floor, steep slopes, south-facing aspects, or ladder fuels.   

 

The New River-Highlands RC&D Council and the Virginia Department of Forestry have been 

collaborating for nearly a decade to demonstrate the benefit of Firewise fuel reduction activities.  

The Firewise demonstration projects have been demonstrations of mechanical fuel reductionð

using chippers and hand crews to manually remove fuel and transport it offsite.   

 
Before and after photographs of a typical 

Firewise fuel reduction project completed 

by New River-Highlands RC&D Council staff 

and contractors as part of the 2012 

Protecting Woodland Homes from Wildfire 

Project. 

Under the 2013 project, the New River-Highlands RC&D Council completed a total of 116 acres 

of Firewise fuel reduction activities reducing the risk of wildland fire for 58 woodland homes in 

the Counties of Grayson, Montgomery, Scott, Washington, Wise, and Wythe. 

 

For one fuel reduction project, the New River-Highlands RC&D Council conducted a controlled 

burn to reduce fuel loads, using a local wildfire mitigation company to carry out the burn.   

 
Woodland home after adjacent woodlands were burned in 
May 2013. 
 
Private woodland  
(background) adjacent to 
National Forest land 
(foreground) was burned 
in May 2013.  National 
Forest land in foreground 
shows no fuel loadsτthe 
result of a wildfire in 
December 2012.   

 
            Results of a controlled fuel reduction 
burn adjacent to National Forest land.   
 
Results of controlled burn in foregroundτ
National Forest land in background.   

National Forest land 

Private Woodland  



 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

New River Grazing Management Initiative 

 25 Producers τ Received 1 Million dollars for Management and Structural 

Improvements over a 3 year period.  Contracts awarded in Washington, Smith, 

Tazewell, Carroll, Grayson, Wythe and Pulaski Counties. Participants participate in 

Grazing Schools held quarterly.  Grazing schools are held at partiŎƛǇŀƴǘΩǎ ŦŀǊƳǎΦ 

This project was completed in this year. 



Water Quality 

New River Streambank Stabilization Project 

                                                           
            Robert Kohl        Before                Robert Kohl             After 

The project included streambarbs, rock ripprap, stream barbs and sloping and vegetating the bank.   

Work on the Therese Muse site in Montgomery County, Robert Kohl site in Floyd County and Laura 

Bullard site in Pulaski County was completed.  Construction was started on Steve Vaughan site and the 

Debbie Nash site was designed. 

All these sites are experiencing severe bank erosion that impacts water quality and land use.  The council 

is working with Debbie Nash to secure the necessary permits for construction. 

       

    Steve Vaughan before            Steve Vaughan cross vane       Debbie Nash before 

 

South Fork Holston River Watershed TMDL - # 496 
 

New River-Highlands RC&D Council secured the services of MapTech Inc. to complete DEQ contract 

No 15889. Deliverables include monthly reports, documentation project activities and progress; 

teleconference with DEQTMD coordinators and central office, and power point presentations and 

handouts for public meeting; one electronic copy of the TMDL final report which addresses comments 

from EPA. Three hard bound copies of the TMDL and three CDôs with the final report in word and PDF 

format and model files supporting the TMDL. The final report will be delivered April 15, 2015 

 

Partners: DEQ, MapTech 

 


